Participating States


Connecticut
Idaho



New Jersey 
Illinois



Rhode Island
Indiana


Utah
Maine


Washington
Maryland


West Virginia
Nebraska



…and growing!
What students are saying… 
“I enjoyed the time we spent with the legislators. It was the highlight of the day.”

 “The Capitol building was gorgeous…when we came together to share our futures, it was great.”

“It has inspired me to do better at school and vote in the next election.”

For additional information contact:

Washington State Capitol Forum 
c/o Michele Anciaux Aoki

University of Washington

College of Education

Box 353600

122 Miller Hall

Seattle, WA 98195
michele.aoki@k12.wa.us
http://internationaledwa.org/capitolforum/ 
THE CHOICES PROGRAM
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Capitol Forum on

America’s Future

The Capitol Forum on America's Future is a multi-state civic education initiative designed to give high school students a voice in public deliberation of current international issues. The program involves students both within their social studies classroom and at their state capitol. Grounded in the belief that an attention to foreign policy comprises a vital part of responsible citizenship, the Capitol Forum seeks to raise awareness on critical international issues and to help develop a foundation for long-term civic engagement. 

The Capitol Forum is a program of the Choices for the 21st Century Education Program and is offered in participating states as a partnership among the Choices Program, the offices of the Secretaries of the State, state Departments of Education, and statewide organizations whose mission supports civic participation and youth development. The program is endorsed by the National Council for the Social Studies, the National Association of Secretaries of State, and the National Association of Secondary School Principals.

As part of the Capitol Forum year, students will be engaged in rigorous classroom discussion of current and historical international issues. The curriculum for the program introduces a variety of teaching resources and strategies for addressing the issues, concepts, and skills essential to informed deliberation about the role of the United States in the international arena.

Capitol Forum

Program Schedule

Fall Introductory Workshop

Fall, 2008
Half-day professional development workshop introduces participating teachers to the Choices approach. Extensive classroom resources are provided. Teachers use the resources in their classroom prior to the next planning meeting.

Winter Pre-Forum Planning Meeting

January, 2009
Half-day meeting during which teachers review the Forum agenda and make final plans for the Capitol Forum. Teachers continue to use the curricular resources and facilitate specific lessons in their classrooms prior to the Forum day.

Capitol Forum in Olympia
March 26, 2009
Student teams from participating schools report on the international concerns of their classmates and engage in a deeper exploration of alternative policy directions. The day culminates in a dialogue among students, teachers, and elected officials and policymakers. 
Classroom Deliberation & Balloting

April/May 2009
Following the Forum at the State Capitol, the student representatives lead their classmates through a two-day lesson fostering deliberation of the issues. All students in the classroom complete an online Student Ballot on America’s Future.

Sharing of Ballot Results

Summer 2009
A report of the ballot results from all participating states is prepared for participating high schools, the media, elected officials, and is available online.  


Co-Sponsors in Washington State
· Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction

· Secretary of State Sam Reed 

· Social Studies Education Program, College of Education, University of Washington, Seattle 

· Washington State Coalition for International Education 
· World Affairs Council Global Classroom Program

Bonus! Free clock hours for participating teachers at each of the workshops.
About The Choices Program

The Choices for the 21st Century Education Program is the educational component of the Watson Institute for International Studies at Brown University. It engages secondary level students in a dialogue about international issues and contributes to a renewal of civic engagement through its curricular resources, professional development workshops, and special projects.

The curricular units developed by Choices draw connections between history and current issues, provide an understanding of the influences that shape policy, and help students think about our future.
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